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CHRISTOPHER ANDERSON’S CONVERSION
After Christopher Anderson’s early years in the country (see section about that), he attended church, when he  returned to Edinburgh, with his father in the Candlemakers' Hall.  Unfortunately the ministry of the ‘leading brothers’ (as they might be called nowadays in some Brethren Assemblies, with which the Old Scots Independents may be compared, see section about them), held little attraction for the inquiring minds of the five Anderson brothers. One by one they left in search of some​thing more adapted to their spiritual needs. Christopher’s father gave him permission to go with them to the Scotch Baptist Meeting House in Richmond Court (see section on them), and then later to the Circus, recently opened for public worship.  Christopher’s choice was based on taste, not religious con​viction, but he strongly disliked hypocrisy of any kind and would not pretend that he had religious feeling when he knew that he had none.  Until he could enjoy religion, he was determined to enjoy the world.

Christopher continued to be absorbed by the love of music. The conversion of all his brothers meant that they would no longer accompany him to dances and secular musical performances. One after another, and in the order of their age, they were converted and ceased to follow the amusements that continued for some years to charm their youngest brother.  He later admitted in a letter to Charles, ‘My delight in folly was my own choice.  The lengths I went in the country were trivial com​pared with those I went in town, when your example was removed from my sight. But God had mercy, and I cannot prevent astonishment when I look back.’

Three of the brothers stayed with the Scotch Baptists at Richmond Court, but in 1798 Christopher and his brother James, a medical practitioner, were attracted to the popular services being held by Dr. James Haldane (see section on Haldanes) in a variety theatre called the Circus at the head of Leith Walk (see section on it) – the site is now the car park of St. Mary's Roman Catholic Cathedral.  Neither the ministry in the Independent Church nor among the Scotch Baptists was evangelistic, in the sense that its purpose was to bring conviction of sin, but the directly evangelistic services in the Circus were so successful that in December 1798 they formed the New Congregational Church and invited Dr Haldane to be their first Pastor. The primary aim of this church was the conversion of the undecided. There Christopher heard preaching which both held his attention and awakened his interest and, with appeals to the conscience, the preacher seemed to his young hearer to be reasoning with him alone. He recorded in his diary that ‘it seemed as if the preacher was speaking to me personally’. So it was that at the age of seventeen, and listening to the exposition of scripture under James Haldane, Christopher Anderson's conscience was aroused. 

Returning late one evening in the summer of 1799 from a concert of music, in which he had taken great delight, he was suddenly and strongly impressed with a sense of ‘the vanity of the world and all its pleasures’.  He resolved to ‘seek after God’ and shortly afterwards he wrote in the book in which he kept notes of the sermons he heard: 

Thursday 3rd, or Friday 4th July [1799], I began first to know, in some small measure, my in​terest in the Redeemer and the joys of religion, but fell off towards the middle of the next week.  On Tuesday 16th, I recovered by the help of the Lord, to my great joy, from the lethargy into which I had fallen, and continued happy until that day eight days, when I was again drawn away by the snares of Satan, the temptations of the world, and the deceitfulness of my own heart.  To my great shame, I have com​mitted the sins of lying, unbelief, carelessness about eternity; but eternal thanks to my dear Redeemer, who has recalled me from my former stupidity, and made me see the riches of His grace, His will and power to save, as well as, in some degree, my hardness of heart and rebellion against the kindest of Saviours, and the most loving Lord. O do Thou in mercy, my Father, ever keep me from falling from that joyful hope of eternal life, for without Thee I can do nothing. ... O Lord, keep me! O Lord, guide me!  I am happy in Thy communion.  I have no pleasure in this world of vexation and vanity when Thou art with me.  Oh, then, do Thou in mercy keep me from offending Thee, and afterwards receive me to Thyself and glory, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

On 2nd August 1799 he came into the full assurance of salvation and from ‘that hour was rarely troubled with doubts’. His nephew and biographer, Hugh Anderson, having quoted these extracts from his uncle’s diary, added in his own words, ‘Repeatedly has he stated to Christian friends that in his case the sensible transition from darkness to God's marvellous light, from the spirit of bondage to the spirit of adoption, was nearly instantaneous. In less than one hour he was conscious of the change, and was seldom afterwards troubled with doubts re​specting its reality.’

Soon after his conversion, Christopher applied to join the Circus Church, that is to attend Communion, as did his brother James. During the formative years of his Christian character, he continued to sit under James Haldane’s ministry. On 13th December 1803 he wrote in a letter, ‘Really there is no one here to be compared to him or from whom I receive such instructions and comfort.  His zeal often reproves me, and the progress he is daily making in Divine knowledge is noticed by many, by all indeed who attend seriously to such things’.  Years later, speaking at the Jubilee services of James Haldane's ministry in 1849, he paid this tribute, ‘It was usual for conversions to take place as the result of every sermon and many were awakened from spiritual deadness to a quickening life.  The Circus first and then the Tabernacle were crowded by thronging multitudes hanging upon the preacher's lips, joining with earnestness in the prayers, singing the praises of the Lord with their whole hearts, remaining during long services without wearying, and retiring in solemn silence, afraid, as it were, to desecrate the place where the Lord Himself was present and that Presence was felt.’  
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